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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PARIS 01914 01 OF 04 202057Z 
ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 CIAE-00 CU-06 INR-07 NSAE-00 AID-05 USLA-15 
AF-10 ARA-14 EA-12 EUR-12 NEA-10 ISO-OO PA-02 
PRS-01 HA-05 L-03 HEW-06 ACDA-12 TRSE-00 OES-07 
OIC-02 /144W 

088671 202127Z/63 

PR 20203 8Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4586 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 
USMISSION USUN 

UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 PARIS 01914 

NESCO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: AORG, OCON, PORG, SHUM, UNESCO 

SUBJECT: UNESCO: RESOLUTION ON UNESCO WORKING GROUP ON 
STRENGTHENING HUMAN RIGHTS PROCEDURES, 

JANUARY 9-20, 1978, PARIS 

1 . FOLLOWING IS THE VERBATIM TEXT OF THE RESOLUTION 
ADOPTED BY CONSENSUS ON JAN. 19, 1978 BY THE WORKING 
PARTY ON THE PROCEDURES WHICH SHOULD BE FOLLOWED IN 
THE EXAMINATION OF CASES AND QUESTIONS WHICH MIGHT BE 
SUBMITTED TO UNESCO CONCERNING THE EXERCISE OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN THE SPHERES OF ITS COMPETENCE, IN ORDER TO 
MAKE ITS ACTION MORE EFFECTIVE. 

BEGIN QUOTE: THE EXECUTIVE BOARD, 

1 . MINDFUL THAT THE COMPETENCE AND ROLE OF 
UNESCO IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS DERIVE PRIMARILY 
FROM ARTICLE 1.1 OF THE CONSTITUTION OF UNESCO WHICH 
STATES: "THE PURPOSE OF THE ORGANIZATION IS TO CONTRI- 
BUTE TO PEACE AND SECURITY BY PROMOTING COLLABORATION 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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AMONG THE NATIONS THROUGH EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND 
CULTURE IN ORDER TO FURTHER UNIVERSAL RESPECT FOR 
JUSTICE, FOR THE RULE OF LAW AND FOR THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS WHICH ARE AFFIRMED FOR THE 
PEOPLES OF THE WORLD, WITHOUT DISTINCTION OF RACE, SEX, 

LANGUAGE OR RELIGION, BY THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS", AND FROM THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS, 
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2. RECALLING THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS, THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND THE VARIOUS CONVENTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED 
BY UNESCO, 

3. RECALLING RESOLUTION 19 C/6.113 CONCERNING 
UNESCO'S RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS, 

4. RECALLING ALSO RESOLUTION 19 C/12.1: "UNESCO'S 
CONTRIBUTION TO PEACE AND ITS TASKS WITH RESPECT TO 
THE PROMOTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE ELIMINATION OF 
COLONIALISM AND RACIALISM, LONG-TERM PROGRAMME OF 
MEASURES WHEREBY UNESCO CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
STRENGTHENING OF PEACE"; AND IN PARTICULAR PARAGRAPH 10 
OF THE RESOLUTION WHICH INVITES THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AND 
THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL: 

"(A) TO EXAMINE WITH PARTICULAR ATTENTION THE 
GENERAL SITUATION WITH REGARD TO RESPECT FOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD IN UNESCO'S FIELDS OF 
COMPETENCE; 

(B) TO STUDY THE PROCEDURES WHICH SHOULD BE 
FOLLOWED IN THE EXAMINATION OF CASES AND QUESTIONS 
WHICH MIGHT BE SUBMITTED TO UNESCO CONCERNING THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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EXERCISE OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE SPHERES TO WHICH ITS 
COMPETENCE EXTENDS, IN ORDER TO MAKES ITS ACTION MORE 
EFFECTIVE; 

(C) TO CONTINUE TO ESTABLISH, WITH A VIEW TO THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF SUBPARAGRAPHS (A) AND (B), CLOSE 
COOPERATION AND COORDINATION WITH THE RELEVANT UNITED 
NATIONS ORGANS SO AS TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 

THEIR WORK AND THE LESSONS THAT CAN BE LEARNED FROM 
THEM IN THIS FIELD." 

5. HAVING CONSIDERED THE REPORT OF A WORKING 
GROUP OF THE BOARD SET UP BY VIRTUE OF DECISION 

102 EX/5.6.2 TO CARRY OUT AN IN-DEPTH STUDY OF DOCUMENT 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 04 PARIS 01914 

NESCO 

102 EX/19, THE ANALYTICAL SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS THAT 
TOOK PLACE AT THE 102ND SESSION OF THE BOARD, AND 
ADDITIONAL WRITTEN COMMENTS PROVIDED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE BOARD, 

6. MINDFUL OF ARTICLE 1.3 OF THE CONSTITUTION OF 
UNESCO WHICH STATES: "WITH A VIEW TO PRESERVING THE 
INDEPENDENCE, INTEGRITY AND FRUITFUL DIVERSITY OF THE 
CULTURES AND EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS OF THE STATES MEMBERS 
OF THE ORGANIZATION, THE ORGANIZATION IS PROHIBITED 
FROM INTERVENING IN MATTERS WHICH ARE ESSENTIALLY 
WITHIN THEIR DOMESTIC JURISDICTION", 

7. CONSIDERING THAT IN MATTERS CONCERNING HUMAN 
RIGHTS, WITHIN ITS FIELDS OF COMPETENCE, UNESCO, 

BASING ITS EFFORTS ON MORAL CONSIDERATIONS AND ITS 
SPECIFIC COMPETENCE, SHOULD ACT IN A SPIRIT OF 
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION, CONCILIATION AND MUTUAL 
UNDERSTANDING; AND RECALLING THAT UNESCO SHOULD NOT PLAY 
THE ROLE OF AN INTERNATIONAL JUDICIAL BODY, 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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8. RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANT ROLE OF THE DIRECTOR 
GENERAL, IN: 

(A) SEEKING CONTINUALLY TO STRENGTHEN THE ACTION 
OF UNESCO IN THE PROMOTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, BOTH 
THROUGH THE SETTLEMENT OF CASES AND THE ELIMINATION OF 
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MASSIVE SYSTEMATIC OR FLAGRANT VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS; AND 

(B) INITIATING CONSULTATIONS, IN CONDITIONS OF 
MUTUAL RESPECT, CONFIDENCE, AND CONFIDENTIALITY, TO 
HELP REACH SOLUTIONS TO PARTICULAR PROBLEMS CON- 
CERNING HUMAN RIGHTS, 

9. INVITES THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL TO PURSUE THIS 
ROLE; 


10. CONSIDERING THAT IN THE EXERCISE OF ITS 
COMPETENCE IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS, UNESCO IS 
CALLED UPON TO EXAMINE: 

(A) CASES CONCERNING VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
WHICH ARE INDIVIDUAL AND SPECIFIC; 

(B) QUESTIONS OF MASSIVE, SYSTEMATIC OR FLAGRANT 
VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS WHICH RESULT EITHER FROM A 
POLICY CONTRARY TO HUMAN RIGHTS APPLIED DE JURE OR DE 
FACTO BY A STATE OR FROM AN ACCUMULATION OF INDIVIDUAL 
CASES FORMING A CONSISTENT PATTERN, 

1 1 . CONSIDERING THE TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON CONVENTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS IN 
EDUCATION, 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 PARIS 01914 02 OF 04 202059Z 

12. TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE TASKS ALREADY 
ENTRUSTED TO THE COMMITTEE CONCERNING HUMAN RIGHTS 
MATTERS WITHIN THE ORGANIZATION S FIELDS OF COMPETENCE, 

13. DECIDES THAT THE COMMITTEE WILL HENCEFORTH 

BE DESIGNATED "THE COMMITTEE ON CONVENTIONS AND RECOM 
MEND ATION S " ; 

14. DECIDES THAT THE COMMITTEE WILL CONTINUE TO 
CARRY OUT ITS FUNCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO CONVENTIONS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS AND WILL CONSIDER COMMUNICATIONS 
RECEIVED BY THE ORGANIZATION CONCERNING CASES AND 
QUESTIONS OF VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS WITHIN UNESCO'S 
FIELDS OF COMPETENCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FOLLOWING 
CONDITIONS AND PROCEDURES: 

CONDITIONS 

(A) COMMUNICATIONS SHALL BE DEEMED ADMISSIBLE IF THEY 
MEET THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 
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(I) THE COMMUNICATIONS MUST NOT BE ANONYMOUS; 

(II) THE COMMUNICATION MUST ORIGINATE FROM A PERSON 
OR A GROUP OF PERSONS WHO, IT CAN BE REASONABLY 
PRESUMED ARE VICTIMS OF AN ALLEGED VIOLATION OF ANY OF 
THE HUMAN RIGHTS REFERRED TO IN PARAGRAPH (III) BELOW. 

IT MAY ALSO ORIGINATE FROM ANY PERSON, GROUP OF 
PERSONS, OR NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION HAVING 
RELIABLE KNOWLEDGE OF THOSE VIOLATIONS; 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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USMISSION USUN 

UNCLAS SECTION 03 OF 04 PARIS 01914 

NESCO 


(HI) THE COMMUNICATION MUST CONCERN VIOLATIONS OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS FALLING WITHIN UNESCO'S COMPETENCE IN THE 
FIELDS OF EDUCATION, SCIENCE, CULTURE AND INFORMATION 
AND MUST NOT BE MOTIVATED EXCLUSIVELY BY OTHER 
CONSIDERATIONS; 

(IV) THE COMMUNICATION MUST BE COMPATIBLE WITH THE 
PRINCIPLES OF THE ORGANIZATION, THE CHARTER OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS, THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS, THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS IN THE FIELD OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS; 
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(V) THE COMMUNICATION MUST NOT BE MANIFESTLY ILL- 
FOUNDED AND MUST APPEAR TO CONTAIN RELEVANT EVIDENCE; 

(VI) THE COMMUNICATION MUST BE NEITHER OFFENSIVE NOR 
AN ABUSE OF THE RIGHT TO SUBMIT COMMUNICATIONS. 
HOWEVER, SUCH A COMMUNICATION MAY BE CONSIDERED IF IT 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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MEETS ALL OTHER CRITERIA OF ADMISSIBILITY AFTER THE 
EXCLUSION OF THE OFFENSIVE OR ABUSIVE PARTS; 

(VII) THE COMMUNICATION MUST NOT BE BASED 
EXCLUSIVELY ON INFORMATION DISSEMINATED THROUGH THE 
MASS MEDIA; 

(VIII) THE COMMUNICATION MUST BE SUBMITTED WITHIN A 
REASONABLE TIME-LIMIT FOLLOWING THE FACTS WHICH 
CONSTITUTE ITS SUBJECT-MATTER OR WITHIN A REASONABLE 
TIME-LIMIT AFTER THE FACTS HAVE BECOME KNOWN; 

(IX) THE COMMUNICATION MUST INDICATE WHETHER AN 
ATTEMPT HAS BEEN MADE TO EXHAUST AVAILABLE DOMESTIC 
REMEDIES WITH REGARD TO THE FACTS WHICH CONSTITUTE 
THE SUBJECT-MATTER OF THE COMMUNICATION AND THE 
RESULTS OF SUCH AN ATTEMPT, IF ANY; 

(X) COMMUNICATIONS RELATING TO MATTERS ALREADY 
SETTLED BY THE STATES CONCERNED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE HUMAN RIGHTS PRINCIPLES SET FORTH IN THE 
UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE 
INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS SHALL NOT BE 
CONSIDERED. 

PROCEDURES 

(B) THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL SHALL: 

(I) ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORM 
THE AUTHORS THEREOF OF THE ABOVE-MENTIONED CONDITIONS 
GOVERNING ADMISSIBILITY; 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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(II) ASCERTAIN THAT THE AUTHOR OF THE COMMUNICATION 
HAS NO OBJECTION TO HIS COMMUNICATION, AFTER HAVING 
BEEN COMMUNICATED TO THE GOVERNMENT CONCERNED, BEING 
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BROUGHT TO THE NOTICE OF THE COMMITTEE AND TO HIS 
NAME BEING DIVULGED; 

(III) UPON RECEIPT OF AN AFFIRMATIVE ANSWER FROM THE 
AUTHOR OF THE COMMUNICATION, TRANSMIT THE 
COMMUNICATION TO THE GOVERNMENT CONCERNED, INFORMING 
IT THAT THE COMMUNICATION WILL BE BROUGHT TO THE 
NOTICE OF THE COMMITTEE, TOGETHER WITH ANY REPLY THE 
GOVERNMENT MAY WISH TO MAKE; 

(IV) TRANSMIT THE COMMUNICATION TO THE COMMITTEE, 
TOGETHER WITH THE REPLY, IF ANY, OF THE GOVERNMENT 
CONCERNED AND ADDITIONAL RELEVANT INFORMATION FROM 
THE AUTHOR, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE NEED TO PROCEED 
WITHOUT UNDUE DELAY; 

(C) THE COMMITTEE SHALL EXAMINE IN PRIVATE SESSION THE 
COMMUNICATIONS TRANSMITTED TO IT BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL; 

(D) THE COMMITTEE SHALL DECIDE ON THE ADMISSIBILITY OF 
COMMUNICATIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ABOVE-MENTIONED 
CONDITIONS; 

(E) REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED MAY 
ATTEND MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE IN ORDER TO PROVIDE 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM 
MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ON EITHER ADMISSIBILITY OR THE 
MERITS OF THE COMMUNICATION; 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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UNCLAS SECTION 04 OF 04 PARIS 01914 

NESCO 


(F) THE COMMITTEE MAY AVAIL ITSELF OF THE RELEVANT 
INFORMATION AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL; 

(G) IN CONSIDERATION OF A COMMUNICATION, THE COMMITTEE 
MAY, IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES, REQUEST THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD TO AUTHORIZE IT UNDER RULE 29 OF THE 
RULES OF PROCEDURE TO TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION; 

(H) THE COMMITTEE MAY KEEP A COMMUNICATION SUBMITTED 
TO IT ON ITS AGENDA WHILE SEEKING ADDITIONAL INFOR- 
MATION IT MAY CONSIDER NECESSARY FOR THE DISPOSITION 
OF THE MATTER; 

(I) THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL SHALL NOTIFY THE AUTHOR OF 

THE COMMUNICATION AND THE GOVERNMENT CONCERNED OF THE 
COMMITTEE S DECISION ON THE ADMISSIBILITY OF THE 
COMMUNICATION; 

(J) THE COMMITTEE SHALL DISMISS ANY COMMUNICATION 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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WHICH, HAVING BEEN FOUND ADMISSIBLE, DOES NOT, UPON 
EXAMINATION OF THE MERITS, APPEAR TO WARRANT FURTHER 
ACTION. THE AUTHOR OF THE COMMUNICATION AND THE 
GOVERNMENT CONCERNED SHALL BE NOTIFIED ACCORDINGLY; 

(K) COMMUNICATIONS WHICH WARRANT FURTHER CONSIDERATION 
SHALL BE ACTED UPON BY THE COMMITTEE WITH A VIEW TO 
HELPING TO BRING ABOUT A FRIENDLY SOLUTION DESIGNED 

TO ADVANCE THE PROMOTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS FALLING 
WITHIN UNESCO'S FIELDS OF COMPETENCE; 

15. DECIDES FURTHER THAT THE COMMITTEE SHALL 
SUBMIT CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AT 
EACH SESSION ON THE CARRYING OUT OF ITS MANDATE UNDER 
THE PRESENT DECISION. THESE REPORTS SHALL CONTAIN 
APPROPRIATE INFORMATION ARISING FROM ITS EXAMINATION 
OF THE COMMUNICATIONS WHICH THE COMMITTEE CONSIDERS IT 
USEFUL TO BRING TO THE NOTICE OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD. 

THE REPORTS SHALL ALSO CONTAIN RECOMMENDATIONS WHICH THE 
COMMITTEE MAY WISH TO MAKE EITHER GENERALLY OR REGARDING 
THE DISPOSITION OF A COMMUNICATION UNDER CONSIDERATION; 

16. DECIDES TO CONSIDER CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS OF 
THE COMMITTEE IN PRIVATE SESSION AND TO TAKE FURTHER 
ACTION AS NECESSARY IN ACCORDANCE WITH RULE 28 OF THE 
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RULES OF PROCEDURE; 

17. DECIDES ALSO THAT COMMUNICATIONS TRANSMITTED 
TO IT BY THE COMMITTEE WHICH TESTIFY TO THE EXISTENCE 
OF A QUESTION SHALL BE DEALT WITH IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 18 BELOW; 

18. CONSIDERS THAT QUESTIONS OF MASSIVE, 

SYSTEMATIC OR FLAGRANT VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS - INCLUDING, FOR EXAMPLE, THOSE 
PERPETRATED AS A RESULT OF POLICIES OF AGGRESSION, 
INTERFERENCE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF STATES, OCCU- 
PATION OF FOREIGN TERRITORY AND IMPLEMENTATION OF A 
POLICY OF COLONIALISM, GENOCIDE, 

APARTHEID, RACIALISM, OR NATIONAL AND SOCIAL OPPRESSION - 
FALLING WITHIN UNESCO'S FIELDS OF COMPETENCE SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AND THE GENERAL 
CONFERENCE IN PUBLIC MEETINGS; 

19. DECIDES TO CONSIDER AT ITS 105TH SESSION THE 
REPORT TO BE MADE BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AND THE 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE AT ITS 
TWENTIETH SESSION ON THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF PART II OF 19 C/RESOLUTION 12.1. END OF QUOTATION. 

2. USDEL ANALYSIS OF THE ABOVE TEXT AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR THE HANDLING OF THIS ITEM AT THE SPRING EXBD 
SESSION (APRIL-MAY 1978) ARE PROVIDED IN SEPTEL. 

TORRES 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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